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SESSION EIGHT GOALS 

By the end of Session Eight, 

1. you will have had a chance to reflect on your class experience during the last eight 
weeks, and will have had opportunities to share these reflections with the group; 

2. you will have received reading materials to further consider the role of Whites in 
conversations with persons of color; 

3. you will have listened to a final video presentation on the importance of 
engaged communication; 

4. you will have completed or know how to complete a final survey for this course; 

5. you will have participated in a closing worship service with your fellow participants. 

SESSION EIGHT: 
“A Lifetime of Holy Conversations" 

 
1. In the larger group, debrief your experience with the Holy Conversations course.   
 
 Please use the following outline: 
 
 A. Your Motivation.  Reflect back eight weeks and remember your  
  motivation for taking this course.  Answer these questions: 
 
  1) What was your original motivation?  Be honest! 
  2) What has kept you coming back? 
 
 B. S-I-T (Surprising-Interesting-Troubling) for a moment, and  
  reflect on the scope, topics and discussions from the past seven  
  sessions. 
   
  Session 
  1)  Introduction: The Path of Holy Conversations  
  2)  Learning #1: The History of Black Oklahoma to 1921 
  3)  Learning #2: The Tulsa Race Riot/Massacre of 1921 
  4)  Reflecting #1: Survivor Testimonies from 1921 
  5)  Reflecting #2: The Churches of 1921 
  6)  Acting #1:  Considering Acts of Reconciliation and Reparations 
  7)  Acting #2:  Considering Repentance and Further Responses 
 
  Thinking about the course as whole, what was for you the  . . . 
  
   Most Surprising?  Most Interesting?  Most Troubling? 
 .  
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 C. Describe how one of your own beliefs or attitudes about race or race relations  
  has changed for you sometime during this course.  What was that original  
  belief or attitude, and what is it now?  Do you remember what sparked this change? 
 
 
 D. Describe one new personal insight about Holy Conversations that you are  
  likely to continue to use in future difficult conversations. 
 
 
 E. Action Steps.     
 
  1) Using the Readings that were prepared for Sessions Seven and Eight, what  
   action steps are you personally considering to 
 

• have better Holy Conversations, 
• learn more about race and race relations, and/or 
• help bridge divisions between Tulsa’s Black and White communities, 

or with other communities of color? 
 
    Be specific! 
 
  2) What are some ideas for action that interest you but can only be  
   accomplished by a group or a church?  What can you do to help put these  
   ideas into group action?  Who else needs to “buy in” in order for these  
   actions to be successful, and how will you get that buy-in? 
 
 
2. Debrief your personal experience with the curriculum with written responses: 
 
 A. Overall, how helpful to you was this course in your understanding and practice of  
  Holy Conversations?   Circle your ONE best answer. 
 
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
 
 B. Overall, how helpful to you was this course in your understanding of race and 
  your practice of better race relations?   Circle your ONE best answer. 
 
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
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 C. In general, Sessions Two through Seven consisted of a video or an in-person  
  focus presentation, followed by a group discussion.    Please rate  
  the helpfulness of each of these, as follows: 
 
  Overall, how helpful to you were the focus presentations?  Circle your ONE best  
  answer. 
 
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
 
 
  Overall, how helpful to you were the group discussions?  Circle your ONE best  
  answer. 
 
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
 
 D. In general, each Session provided you with a Participants’ Guide and  a collection 
  of Readings to help prepare you for the following week’s theme.  Please rate the  
  helpfulness of these, as follows: 
 
  Overall, how helpful to you were the Participants’ Discussion Guides?  Circle  
  your ONE best answer. 
   
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
 
  Overall, how helpful to you were the Readings in preparation for the following  
  week?  Circle your ONE best answer. 
   
  1) Not at all helpful 
  2) Slightly helpful 
  3) Somewhat helpful 
  4) Very helpful 
  5) Extremely helpful 
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 E. What comments or suggestions of any kind can you make to help improve this  
  course?  Please be specific.  Also include any other comments you have about this 
  course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN THIS COURSE!  Your church will receive 
acknowledgment in my doctoral dissertation as well as any published curriculum.  Your church will 
also be furnished with improved copies of the curriculum when it goes to publication. 
 
I will be in contact with you concerning your survey results and any follow-up questions I might 
have. 
 
Thanks again for everything that you have given to this pilot program.  I will keep you  in my 
prayers. 
 
Thomas Hoffmann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Name_________________________________________Email___________________ 
 
Your church______________________________________________ 
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